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SUMMIT OPENING Hours

Tuesday 17 April 	 10.00 – 17.00hrs 

Wednesday 18 April 	 10.00 – 17.00hrs 

WHAT TO DO IN Hamburg

What are the first things that come to mind 
when you think of Hamburg? Probably the 
city’s stunning location on the Elbe and Alster 
rivers, the colourful activity in the St. Pauli 
entertainment district, unforgettable musicals, 
a night at the theatre, Michaelis Church 
(colloquially ‘der Michel’) or the impressive 
harbour. Hamburg, which is 1,200 years old, 
is loved for its contemporary scene as well as 
for its cultural offerings. In between traditional 
trading houses and renowned theatres, the 
latest trends are always cropping up. 

GETTING TO Hamburg

Getting to Hamburg Messe couldn’t be 
easier if you are travelling ...

...by AIR: 20 minutes from Hamburg 
International Airport to the exhibition 
grounds by car. The Airport City bus takes 
you to the main railway station. Onward 
transport with S-rail or underground.

...by CAR: A traffic guiding system installed 
on the Federal and State highways leads 
directly to the exhibition grounds, in the 
direction of the TV tower.

...by TRAIN: Destination: Hamburg-Dammtor. 
Commuter trains: Dammtor station (S11,  
S21 and S31). Underground lines: U1 to 
Stephansplatz, U2 to Messehallen. City buses: 
102, 109, 111 and 112. Fast city bus systems: 
34, 35 and 36.

Useful information

Stadia’s 4th Sports Turf Summit will showcase the latest 
successes, innovations and best practices in advanced 
natural and sports turf solutions.

Sports Turf Summit is 
taking place at 
Venue Expo 2007

Sports 
Turf
Summit

magazine presents

Stadia’s 4th Sports Turf Summit will offer delegates 
an enhanced visitor experience, which includes not 
only the world’s leading expert speakers, but also 
dedicated conference and networking areas and site 
tours.

The conference will showcase the latest successes, 
innovations and best practices in advanced natural 
and sports turf solutions. From groundskeepers to 
commercial directors, from training academies to 
city sports departments – if you install, operate or 
maintain sports turf facilities, this is the place to be. 

Our Sports Turf Summit will incorporate:
l	25 international experts on all aspects of sports 

turf technology
l	Keynotes from the industry to explain new 

directions in our industry
l	A supplier showcase featuring 100s of innovations 

to evaluate for your sports turf installations
l	A site tour of AOL Arena (the stunning home of 

Bundesliga HSV Hamburg)
l	Welcome reception

Latest updates online at: 
www.venueexpo.com
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Øyvind Antonsen, Managing Director/CEO, 
Mobile Lighting Rig (MLR), Norway

Øyvind has been with the company for 
three years, first as a management and 
marketing consultant and for the last year 

and a half as the company’s CEO. 

Alan Ferguson, Ipswich Town FC
Alan Ferguson has been Ipswich Town 
groundsman for 11 years and  has been in 
the industry for over 30 years. He is an 

active member of the IOG and is the current Football 
League groundsman of the year, also gaining the 
same award in 2000/1 when in the Premier League.

Nigel Fletcher, FIFA
Nigel joined FIFA at the beginning of 2005. 
Prior to this he was founder of British 
Premier Soccer Schools, which later became 

Primary Soccer Ltd. He also advised the Football 
Association in this area. In addition he was Market-
ing Director for the English Sports Association for 
Learning Disabilities. He holds the UEFA B Coaching 
license and uniquely holds two masters business 
degrees in Football: MBA (Football Industries) at the 
University of Liverpool and the MSc – Business of 
Football at the Football Governance Research Centre 
at the University of London. 

John Gilman, FieldTurf tarkett
John Gilman is FieldTurf Tarkett’s Chief 
Executive Officer. Subsequent to his 
professional football career with the 

Montreal Alouettes in the early 1960s, he developed 
extensive business experience with a company he 
founded in luggage manufacturing. Since June 1995, 
Mr. Gilman has officially acted as CEO of FieldTurf 
Inc. Prior to officially joining FieldTurf, Mr. Gilman 
had always been an active figure in the sports 
community. He is currently one of FieldTurf’s primary 
shareholders.

John Lockyer M.Sc.,The Sports Turf Research 
Institute (STRI), UK

John Lockyer trained as a natural Turfgrass 
Agronomist with 15 years of practical 
experience in various sectors of the turf 

industry. He completed a Masters Degree in Sports 
Surface Technology at Cranfield University with a 
final research project investigating the sustainability 
of third-generation artificial long-pile surfaces. He is 
currently working as a Consultant Agronomist, in 
England and mainland Europe, with an interesting 
passion for the development of all sports surfaces, 
natural and artificial.

Peter Mackey, Dow Europe 
Peter Mackey is the Business Development 
Manager for Polyurethane (PU) Flooring 
and Artificial Grass Systems in Europe and 

is responsible for the transplanting of Dow’s very 
successful PU Flooring Systems from the USA to 
Europe. Taking up his present position in January 
2005 and having joined Dow in 1989, Peter has 
over 30 years’ experience in all aspects of PU 
systems, from technical service to marketing and 
sales. He has a first-class honours degree in Polymer 

Science & Technology from Brunel University in 
Uxbridge, UK.

Christina Rudin Snöbohm
Christina Rudin Snöbohm has an MSc in 
biology and eco-toxicology. Mrs Snöbohm 
has been involved in environmental 

research, and for the last 15 years she has been 
working at the Swedish Chemicals Inspectorate with 
risk reduction measures for chemical products, e.g. 
biocides, and articles, e.g. textiles and toys.

Geoff Webb – IOG Chief Executive
CEO of the Institute of Groundsmanship 
(IOG), Geoff is responsible for all aspects of 
IOG business and is engaged in a moderni-

sation programme and the launch of a six-year 
strategy for the IOG entitled “Challenging Percep-
tions”. Previously employed by the Football Founda-
tion as Head of Grass Roots in January 2001, he was 
then promoted to Director of Facilities and Stadia 
Development in January 2003, developing the grass 
roots facilities and football stadia grant aid pro-
gramme. 

Steve Williams, The Football Association
Steve joined The Football Association in 
1998, and works in the FA’s Football 
Development Division as its National 

Facilities Manager. The role centres largely on 
delivery of the FA’s National Facilities Strategy, which 
seeks to identify and provide investment into 
facilities outside of the professional game. Further 
areas of responsibility centre on the need to secure 
standards for natural grass and artificial grass 
pitches, goalpost safety, loss of playing fields, ground 
grading and liaison with governmental agencies on a 
host of subjects, including the £45bn Building 
Schools for the Future programme. He is a member 
of UEFA’s Experts Panel for artificial grass pitches. 

Blake Wooster, ProZone
Blake joined ProZone In December 2004. 
Originally recruited as a performance 
analyst, he played an integral role in 

ProZone’s subsequent expansion into European and 
worldwide markets. Blake has had numerous pieces 
of football performance-related studies published in 
leading sports science journals and has a passion for 
undertaking research that will facilitate understand-
ing and positive change within the game. He has a 
BSc in Sports Coaching and Exercise Sciences and is 
in the process of accreditation through the Interna-
tional Society of Performance Analysis of Sport.

Nico van Vuuren, SGL (Stadium Grow Lighting)
As a professional grower of roses, Nico van 
Vuuren, founder of SGL (Stadium Grow 
Lighting), was surprised to see that the 

problems with sports turf in stadiums weren’t solved 
by the industry itself. Ten years ago he therefore 
started research to define the effects of assimilation 
lighting and other factors on grass growth. In 2002, 
the first system was successfully tested at Sunder-
land’s Stadium of Light. Now, not even five years 
later, 15 stadiums across Europe are using the SGL 
concept to have a high-quality pitch year-round.

            Speakers include
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dedicated conference and networking areas and site 
tours.
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Lighting), was surprised to see that the 
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concept to have a high-quality pitch year-round.

            Speakers include



Tuesday 17th April 2007
09.00 - 10.00 	R egistration

10.00 - 10.15	 Welcome to Hamburg and Opening Address

John Lockyer, Sports Turf Research Institute (STRI), and Moderator Sports Turf Summit

10.15 - 10.45	 Keynote Presentation

Trends, directions and challenges facing the synthetic turf 

sector in the coming years. John Gilman FieldTurf Tarkett
10.45 - 11.45	S pecial joint presentation 

FIFA Quality Concept for Football Turf
 FIFA, world football’s governing body, has been concerned with ensuring the quality of 
artificial turf since 2001. The FIFA Quality Concept, a guarantee of premium quality and 
consistency, is now a respected international standard. The FIFA Quality Concept for Football 
Turf has made a positive impact on the development of football from grassroots to the 
professional game. The presentation will highlight the club, community and financial benefits 
of installing artificial football turf. 
Nigel Fletcher, Fédération Internationale de  
Football Association (FIFA)

Does the game of football change when played on artificial turf?
ProZone is a leading provider of match and performance analysis to over 60 clubs worldwide 
in addition to assisting the English national team. This presentation will analyse matches 
played in the UEFA Cup and UEFA Champions League on football turf, and benchmark the 
analysis to top games in the UEFA competitions and English Premier League played on grass. 
Objectively and through quantitative analysis, the question will be answered; Does the 
game of football change when played on artificial turf?
Barry McNeill and Blake Wooster, ProZone Group Ltd.

11.45 - 12.00	 Coffee 	
12.00 -12.30	A rtificial grass pitches… professional through to community use

Artificial grass pitches are now allowed in many football competitions in the world, subject to 
compliance to standards and conditions of use. The FA has long debated the inclusion of such 
pitches in its competitions, and Steve Williams, National Facilities Manager, will be able to advise 
the conference on what is permitted in England for next season and the conditions under 
which they must be maintained for use. The FA works closely with FIFA and UEFA to ensure 
that research into injuries, technological advancements and performance testing continues.
Steve Williams, National Facilities Manager, The Football Association

12.30 - 13.00	S ynthetic turf – from a chemical point of view
The use of synthetic turf for football pitches has increased very much during the last years. 
This kind of turf has many advantages, being easier to maintain and less dependent on 
the weather. One commonly used material for synthetic turf is granulates from used tyres. 
Used tyres contain several hazardous substances. These substances may persist in the 
environment, they may be carcinogenic, repeotoxic or mutagenic.
Christina Rudin Snöbohm, 
Swedish Chemicals Agency

13.00 - 14.00	 Lunch in the VIP Lounge 	
14.00 - 14.30	N ew developments for sports turf in southern Europe

Intense turfgrass sports use in Mediterranean climatic conditions calls for the adoption of 
the tougher warm season turfgrass, in particular bermudagrass. The experience in the Rome 
Olympic Stadium has shown how bermudagrass can withstand the high play volumes of two 
big-city teams and recover with ease from non-sporting events, such as concerts. But might 
Zoysiagrass be an even better option?
Marco Volterrani, University of Pisa

14.30 - 15.00	 The Hallowed Turf: Putting the pitch at the centre of the New Wembley 

Stadium (Pending confirmation)
The New Wembley Stadium can truly be described as a pitch-led development. The quality 
of the pitch is the key driver of success for the whole project. Although Wembley will be a 
multi-use national stadium, at its heart is the provision of the highest-quality playing surface 
available. Learn more about this radical approach and how to put the pitch back at the centre 
of your stadium.
Steve Welch, Grounds Manager, The New Wembley Stadium

15.00 - 15.15 	 Coffee	
15.15 - 15.45 	U pgrade your pitch to overcome modern pressures for natural turf

Today’s hectic level of fixtures and other commercial events, such as concerts in stadia, can 
leave the turf damaged and unable to perform as required by the pitch staff and players. 
This presentation will look at the research trial results of using a plant growth regulator, 
designed to encourage thicker swards and better-rooted turf, as part of a turf management 
programme.
Austen Sutton, 
Syngenta Professional Products

15.45 - 16.15	 The introduction of a truly ‘high-tech’ concept in natural turf pitch 
management
In the past few years several stadia across Europe have successfully applied special lighting 
to aid grass growth where there is insufficient natural light. The most eye-catching aspect of 
some of the installations is most certainly ‘the lights’ but it’s important to understand that it’s 
not only the lights that do the trick.
Nico van Vuuren, Managing Director, SGL Concept

16.15 - 16.45	 How to overcome the challenge of limited or no direct sunlight in old and new 
stadia
Old and new stadium design does not always produce optimum growing conditions for 
natural turf. Shading or rather no direct sunlight onto the pitch is widely accepted as being 
the main challenge and obstacle in order to achieve a good and lasting playing surface. Most 
solutions to date – from palletised pitches to sliding turf trays – require large capital expense 
and substantial operational costs. Mobile lighting rigs, which deliver enhanced growing 
conditions within the stadium bowl, have a favourable cost/benefit ratio. Combining the 
experience and know-how of a competent green keeper with supplemental lighting works 
wonders. Those who have not yet ‘seen the light’ will eventually become believers too.
Øyvind Antonsen, 
Managing Director/CEO, Mobile Lighting Rig

16.45 - 18.30 Welcome Reception and Networking 	

Wednesday 18th April 2007 Day two

10.00 - 11.00	 Keynote Joint Presentation

A pitch for money: New funding streams to deliver sports and

recreation space as part of London’s 2012 Olympic legacy 

Geoff Webb, CEO, Institute of Groundsmanship 

Innovative research supported by the IOG 2012 Fund and the DTI, and pioneered through 
Newcastle University, electrokinetics has the potential to be a fully controllable turf 
management system giving groundsmen the capability to control root zone aeration, soil 
acidity and drainage – all at the touch of a button. Dr Jon Lamont-Black, the pioneer of this 
research programme, will outline the latest findings of this 10-year research programme and 
its future potential for sports surfaces as the project makes it to the field trial stage.

Electrokinetic Geosynthetics – field trial stage

Dr John Lamont-Black, Newcastle University
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Valid for all sessions of Stadium  Sports Turf Summit

CONFERENCE DETAILS

PAYMENT DETAILS*

Please Note:
All conference attendees will receive access 
to materials of all speakers who agree to 
supply this information for release after the 
event.

Liability Note:
Sports Turf Summit – UKIP Media and Events 
Ltd do not accept liability for any loss of, or 
damage to, the personal effects of attendees 

to the event. We reserve the right to cancel, 
defer or modify the event proceedings with-
out prior notice. 

Cancellation of Conference Registration 
Policy:
We must receive all cancellations in writing 
prior to the event. The following numbers of 
days indicate the timescale and monies due 
for different cancellation periods.

Cancellations received:
More than 30 days prior to the event – full 
refund/no payment due.
More than 14 days and up to 30 days prior to 
the event 50% refund/50% payment due.
14 days or fewer prior to the event – no  
refund; full payment due. 

Substitutions can be made in writing up to 
seven days prior to the event.

Register online at: 
www.venueexpo.com
Or complete and fax back this form to  
+44 (0)1306 877411 to reserve your conference place

YOUR DETAILS
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Venue Expo – Exhibition is free to attend
for an entry pass to the exhibition only, go to www.venueexpo.com

11.00 - 11.30	 The development and installation of the FIFA 2006 World Championship turf
How did the DFB’s Rasenkompetenzteam for the 2006 World Cup Finals achieve a perfectly 
flat, adequately tight and perfectly coloured turf not just for the stadium spectators but also 
for a global TV audience? How did they plan and execute a common standard across all 
stadia and how did they manage to allow only 14 days between installation and first use? 
Rainer Ernst, Consultant, DFB Rasenkompetenzteam 2006

11.30 - 11.45 	 Coffee
11.45 - 12.15	U sing pitch covers to address the increasing challenges for natural turf found 

in modern stadia
Providing a perfect climate for grass growth can present many challenges. What the grass 
really needs is a regulated temperature and a constant airflow giving a more natural 
environment. This presentation highlights the benefits of using particular types of cover and 
looks at the differing capabilities they provide when used either in conjunction with or as an 
alternative to undersoil heating. The presentation benefits from the substantial experience 
of Alan Ferguson of Ipswich Town FC, the current holder and twice winner of the Football 
League Groundsman of the Year award.
AIan Ferguson, Ipswich Town FC

12.15 - 12.45	C omparing maintenance costs between artificial and natural football 
surfaces
The second part of the investigation of maintenance cost between natural and artificial turf. 
A review of last year’s Stadia talk will take place and further information on comparing the 
true cost of maintaining these surfaces will follow. Are we doing too much to natural turf 
surfaces? Is the concept of large maintenance cost differences accurate between them?
John Lockyer, Sports Turf Research Institute (STRI)

12.45 - 14.00	 Lunch in the vip lounge
14.00 - 14.30	S witching from natural to synthetic turf: Why the Stade de Suisse opted for 

change
What were the factors that underpinned the decision of the Stade de Suisse 
Nationalstadion at Wankdorf to make the change to an artificial surface only one year after 
opting for a natural turf? What experience was gained that is of use to others considering 
such a move, and how has the decision worked out in practice?
Stefan Niedermaier (MBA), CEO, Stade de Suisse Nationalstadion AG

14.30 - 15.00	 The game has changed 
Artificial turf has come a long way in 40 years. Technology is revolutionising the quality 
of artificial playing surfaces, with today’s advanced systems now the first choice for many 
professional sports venues around the world. When designing a pitch, getting a host of 
different components functioning together is key to artificial turf performance. But it can 
be an uphill struggle to achieve, as it demands expertise in all the plastic materials that 
make up its constituent parts. This presentation provides some advice and answers from a 
specialist team. 
Peter Mackay, Dow

15.00 - 15.30	D evelopments designed to change the long-term performance of future 
artificial turf systems
Focusing on the development of long-lasting sub-base components, infill materials and 
specific installation techniques with one goal in mind: long-term performance, both from 
the players’ point of view and from a system durability point of view.
Ralph Jorissen, Airlastic

15.30 - 16.00	 The dilemma between natural grass and artificial grass for professional 
football
Onno Brenninkmeijer, Area Manager North West Europe, Desso DLW Sports Systems Onno 
Brenninkmeijer, Area Manager North West Europe, Desso DLW Sports Systems

17.00 - 19.00	 Stadium Tour

Visit the AOL Arena, the stunning home of Bundesliga HSV Hamburg.
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 FIFA, world football’s governing body, has been concerned with ensuring the quality of 
artificial turf since 2001. The FIFA Quality Concept, a guarantee of premium quality and 
consistency, is now a respected international standard. The FIFA Quality Concept for Football 
Turf has made a positive impact on the development of football from grassroots to the 
professional game. The presentation will highlight the club, community and financial benefits 
of installing artificial football turf. 
Nigel Fletcher, Fédération Internationale de  
Football Association (FIFA)

Does the game of football change when played on artificial turf?
ProZone is a leading provider of match and performance analysis to over 60 clubs worldwide 
in addition to assisting the English national team. This presentation will analyse matches 
played in the UEFA Cup and UEFA Champions League on football turf, and benchmark the 
analysis to top games in the UEFA competitions and English Premier League played on grass. 
Objectively and through quantitative analysis, the question will be answered; Does the 
game of football change when played on artificial turf?
Barry McNeill and Blake Wooster, ProZone Group Ltd.

11.45 - 12.00	 Coffee 	
12.00 -12.30	A rtificial grass pitches… professional through to community use

Artificial grass pitches are now allowed in many football competitions in the world, subject to 
compliance to standards and conditions of use. The FA has long debated the inclusion of such 
pitches in its competitions, and Steve Williams, National Facilities Manager, will be able to advise 
the conference on what is permitted in England for next season and the conditions under 
which they must be maintained for use. The FA works closely with FIFA and UEFA to ensure 
that research into injuries, technological advancements and performance testing continues.
Steve Williams, National Facilities Manager, The Football Association

12.30 - 13.00	S ynthetic turf – from a chemical point of view
The use of synthetic turf for football pitches has increased very much during the last years. 
This kind of turf has many advantages, being easier to maintain and less dependent on 
the weather. One commonly used material for synthetic turf is granulates from used tyres. 
Used tyres contain several hazardous substances. These substances may persist in the 
environment, they may be carcinogenic, repeotoxic or mutagenic.
Christina Rudin Snöbohm, 
Swedish Chemicals Agency

13.00 - 14.00	 Lunch in the VIP Lounge 	
14.00 - 14.30	N ew developments for sports turf in southern Europe

Intense turfgrass sports use in Mediterranean climatic conditions calls for the adoption of 
the tougher warm season turfgrass, in particular bermudagrass. The experience in the Rome 
Olympic Stadium has shown how bermudagrass can withstand the high play volumes of two 
big-city teams and recover with ease from non-sporting events, such as concerts. But might 
Zoysiagrass be an even better option?
Marco Volterrani, University of Pisa

14.30 - 15.00	 The Hallowed Turf: Putting the pitch at the centre of the New Wembley 

Stadium (Pending confirmation)
The New Wembley Stadium can truly be described as a pitch-led development. The quality 
of the pitch is the key driver of success for the whole project. Although Wembley will be a 
multi-use national stadium, at its heart is the provision of the highest-quality playing surface 
available. Learn more about this radical approach and how to put the pitch back at the centre 
of your stadium.
Steve Welch, Grounds Manager, The New Wembley Stadium

15.00 - 15.15 	 Coffee	
15.15 - 15.45 	U pgrade your pitch to overcome modern pressures for natural turf

Today’s hectic level of fixtures and other commercial events, such as concerts in stadia, can 
leave the turf damaged and unable to perform as required by the pitch staff and players. 
This presentation will look at the research trial results of using a plant growth regulator, 
designed to encourage thicker swards and better-rooted turf, as part of a turf management 
programme.
Austen Sutton, 
Syngenta Professional Products

15.45 - 16.15	 The introduction of a truly ‘high-tech’ concept in natural turf pitch 
management
In the past few years several stadia across Europe have successfully applied special lighting 
to aid grass growth where there is insufficient natural light. The most eye-catching aspect of 
some of the installations is most certainly ‘the lights’ but it’s important to understand that it’s 
not only the lights that do the trick.
Nico van Vuuren, Managing Director, SGL Concept

16.15 - 16.45	 How to overcome the challenge of limited or no direct sunlight in old and new 
stadia
Old and new stadium design does not always produce optimum growing conditions for 
natural turf. Shading or rather no direct sunlight onto the pitch is widely accepted as being 
the main challenge and obstacle in order to achieve a good and lasting playing surface. Most 
solutions to date – from palletised pitches to sliding turf trays – require large capital expense 
and substantial operational costs. Mobile lighting rigs, which deliver enhanced growing 
conditions within the stadium bowl, have a favourable cost/benefit ratio. Combining the 
experience and know-how of a competent green keeper with supplemental lighting works 
wonders. Those who have not yet ‘seen the light’ will eventually become believers too.
Øyvind Antonsen, 
Managing Director/CEO, Mobile Lighting Rig

16.45 - 18.30 Welcome Reception and Networking 	

Wednesday 18th April 2007 Day two

10.00 - 11.00	 Keynote Joint Presentation

A pitch for money: New funding streams to deliver sports and

recreation space as part of London’s 2012 Olympic legacy 

Geoff Webb, CEO, Institute of Groundsmanship 

Innovative research supported by the IOG 2012 Fund and the DTI, and pioneered through 
Newcastle University, electrokinetics has the potential to be a fully controllable turf 
management system giving groundsmen the capability to control root zone aeration, soil 
acidity and drainage – all at the touch of a button. Dr Jon Lamont-Black, the pioneer of this 
research programme, will outline the latest findings of this 10-year research programme and 
its future potential for sports surfaces as the project makes it to the field trial stage.

Electrokinetic Geosynthetics – field trial stage

Dr John Lamont-Black, Newcastle University
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11.00 - 11.30	 The development and installation of the FIFA 2006 World Championship turf
How did the DFB’s Rasenkompetenzteam for the 2006 World Cup Finals achieve a perfectly 
flat, adequately tight and perfectly coloured turf not just for the stadium spectators but also 
for a global TV audience? How did they plan and execute a common standard across all 
stadia and how did they manage to allow only 14 days between installation and first use? 
Rainer Ernst, Consultant, DFB Rasenkompetenzteam 2006

11.30 - 11.45 	 Coffee
11.45 - 12.15	U sing pitch covers to address the increasing challenges for natural turf found 

in modern stadia
Providing a perfect climate for grass growth can present many challenges. What the grass 
really needs is a regulated temperature and a constant airflow giving a more natural 
environment. This presentation highlights the benefits of using particular types of cover and 
looks at the differing capabilities they provide when used either in conjunction with or as an 
alternative to undersoil heating. The presentation benefits from the substantial experience 
of Alan Ferguson of Ipswich Town FC, the current holder and twice winner of the Football 
League Groundsman of the Year award.
AIan Ferguson, Ipswich Town FC

12.15 - 12.45	C omparing maintenance costs between artificial and natural football 
surfaces
The second part of the investigation of maintenance cost between natural and artificial turf. 
A review of last year’s Stadia talk will take place and further information on comparing the 
true cost of maintaining these surfaces will follow. Are we doing too much to natural turf 
surfaces? Is the concept of large maintenance cost differences accurate between them?
John Lockyer, Sports Turf Research Institute (STRI)

12.45 - 14.00	 Lunch in the vip lounge
14.00 - 14.30	S witching from natural to synthetic turf: Why the Stade de Suisse opted for 

change
What were the factors that underpinned the decision of the Stade de Suisse 
Nationalstadion at Wankdorf to make the change to an artificial surface only one year after 
opting for a natural turf? What experience was gained that is of use to others considering 
such a move, and how has the decision worked out in practice?
Stefan Niedermaier (MBA), CEO, Stade de Suisse Nationalstadion AG

14.30 - 15.00	 The game has changed 
Artificial turf has come a long way in 40 years. Technology is revolutionising the quality 
of artificial playing surfaces, with today’s advanced systems now the first choice for many 
professional sports venues around the world. When designing a pitch, getting a host of 
different components functioning together is key to artificial turf performance. But it can 
be an uphill struggle to achieve, as it demands expertise in all the plastic materials that 
make up its constituent parts. This presentation provides some advice and answers from a 
specialist team. 
Peter Mackay, Dow

15.00 - 15.30	D evelopments designed to change the long-term performance of future 
artificial turf systems
Focusing on the development of long-lasting sub-base components, infill materials and 
specific installation techniques with one goal in mind: long-term performance, both from 
the players’ point of view and from a system durability point of view.
Ralph Jorissen, Airlastic

15.30 - 16.00	 The dilemma between natural grass and artificial grass for professional 
football
Onno Brenninkmeijer, Area Manager North West Europe, Desso DLW Sports Systems Onno 
Brenninkmeijer, Area Manager North West Europe, Desso DLW Sports Systems

17.00 - 19.00	 Stadium Tour

Visit the AOL Arena, the stunning home of Bundesliga HSV Hamburg.



Tuesday 17th April 2007
09.00 - 10.00 	R egistration

10.00 - 10.15	 Welcome to Hamburg and Opening Address

John Lockyer, Sports Turf Research Institute (STRI), and Moderator Sports Turf Summit

10.15 - 10.45	 Keynote Presentation

Trends, directions and challenges facing the synthetic turf 

sector in the coming years. John Gilman FieldTurf Tarkett
10.45 - 11.45	S pecial joint presentation 

FIFA Quality Concept for Football Turf
 FIFA, world football’s governing body, has been concerned with ensuring the quality of 
artificial turf since 2001. The FIFA Quality Concept, a guarantee of premium quality and 
consistency, is now a respected international standard. The FIFA Quality Concept for Football 
Turf has made a positive impact on the development of football from grassroots to the 
professional game. The presentation will highlight the club, community and financial benefits 
of installing artificial football turf. 
Nigel Fletcher, Fédération Internationale de  
Football Association (FIFA)

Does the game of football change when played on artificial turf?
ProZone is a leading provider of match and performance analysis to over 60 clubs worldwide 
in addition to assisting the English national team. This presentation will analyse matches 
played in the UEFA Cup and UEFA Champions League on football turf, and benchmark the 
analysis to top games in the UEFA competitions and English Premier League played on grass. 
Objectively and through quantitative analysis, the question will be answered; Does the 
game of football change when played on artificial turf?
Barry McNeill and Blake Wooster, ProZone Group Ltd.

11.45 - 12.00	 Coffee 	
12.00 -12.30	A rtificial grass pitches… professional through to community use

Artificial grass pitches are now allowed in many football competitions in the world, subject to 
compliance to standards and conditions of use. The FA has long debated the inclusion of such 
pitches in its competitions, and Steve Williams, National Facilities Manager, will be able to advise 
the conference on what is permitted in England for next season and the conditions under 
which they must be maintained for use. The FA works closely with FIFA and UEFA to ensure 
that research into injuries, technological advancements and performance testing continues.
Steve Williams, National Facilities Manager, The Football Association

12.30 - 13.00	S ynthetic turf – from a chemical point of view
The use of synthetic turf for football pitches has increased very much during the last years. 
This kind of turf has many advantages, being easier to maintain and less dependent on 
the weather. One commonly used material for synthetic turf is granulates from used tyres. 
Used tyres contain several hazardous substances. These substances may persist in the 
environment, they may be carcinogenic, repeotoxic or mutagenic.
Christina Rudin Snöbohm, 
Swedish Chemicals Agency

13.00 - 14.00	 Lunch in the VIP Lounge 	
14.00 - 14.30	N ew developments for sports turf in southern Europe

Intense turfgrass sports use in Mediterranean climatic conditions calls for the adoption of 
the tougher warm season turfgrass, in particular bermudagrass. The experience in the Rome 
Olympic Stadium has shown how bermudagrass can withstand the high play volumes of two 
big-city teams and recover with ease from non-sporting events, such as concerts. But might 
Zoysiagrass be an even better option?
Marco Volterrani, University of Pisa

14.30 - 15.00	 The Hallowed Turf: Putting the pitch at the centre of the New Wembley 

Stadium (Pending confirmation)
The New Wembley Stadium can truly be described as a pitch-led development. The quality 
of the pitch is the key driver of success for the whole project. Although Wembley will be a 
multi-use national stadium, at its heart is the provision of the highest-quality playing surface 
available. Learn more about this radical approach and how to put the pitch back at the centre 
of your stadium.
Steve Welch, Grounds Manager, The New Wembley Stadium

15.00 - 15.15 	 Coffee	
15.15 - 15.45 	U pgrade your pitch to overcome modern pressures for natural turf

Today’s hectic level of fixtures and other commercial events, such as concerts in stadia, can 
leave the turf damaged and unable to perform as required by the pitch staff and players. 
This presentation will look at the research trial results of using a plant growth regulator, 
designed to encourage thicker swards and better-rooted turf, as part of a turf management 
programme.
Austen Sutton, 
Syngenta Professional Products

15.45 - 16.15	 The introduction of a truly ‘high-tech’ concept in natural turf pitch 
management
In the past few years several stadia across Europe have successfully applied special lighting 
to aid grass growth where there is insufficient natural light. The most eye-catching aspect of 
some of the installations is most certainly ‘the lights’ but it’s important to understand that it’s 
not only the lights that do the trick.
Nico van Vuuren, Managing Director, SGL Concept

16.15 - 16.45	 How to overcome the challenge of limited or no direct sunlight in old and new 
stadia
Old and new stadium design does not always produce optimum growing conditions for 
natural turf. Shading or rather no direct sunlight onto the pitch is widely accepted as being 
the main challenge and obstacle in order to achieve a good and lasting playing surface. Most 
solutions to date – from palletised pitches to sliding turf trays – require large capital expense 
and substantial operational costs. Mobile lighting rigs, which deliver enhanced growing 
conditions within the stadium bowl, have a favourable cost/benefit ratio. Combining the 
experience and know-how of a competent green keeper with supplemental lighting works 
wonders. Those who have not yet ‘seen the light’ will eventually become believers too.
Øyvind Antonsen, 
Managing Director/CEO, Mobile Lighting Rig

16.45 - 18.30 Welcome Reception and Networking 	

Wednesday 18th April 2007 Day two

10.00 - 11.00	 Keynote Joint Presentation

A pitch for money: New funding streams to deliver sports and

recreation space as part of London’s 2012 Olympic legacy 

Geoff Webb, CEO, Institute of Groundsmanship 

Innovative research supported by the IOG 2012 Fund and the DTI, and pioneered through 
Newcastle University, electrokinetics has the potential to be a fully controllable turf 
management system giving groundsmen the capability to control root zone aeration, soil 
acidity and drainage – all at the touch of a button. Dr Jon Lamont-Black, the pioneer of this 
research programme, will outline the latest findings of this 10-year research programme and 
its future potential for sports surfaces as the project makes it to the field trial stage.

Electrokinetic Geosynthetics – field trial stage

Dr John Lamont-Black, Newcastle University
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11.00 - 11.30	 The development and installation of the FIFA 2006 World Championship turf
How did the DFB’s Rasenkompetenzteam for the 2006 World Cup Finals achieve a perfectly 
flat, adequately tight and perfectly coloured turf not just for the stadium spectators but also 
for a global TV audience? How did they plan and execute a common standard across all 
stadia and how did they manage to allow only 14 days between installation and first use? 
Rainer Ernst, Consultant, DFB Rasenkompetenzteam 2006

11.30 - 11.45 	 Coffee
11.45 - 12.15	U sing pitch covers to address the increasing challenges for natural turf found 

in modern stadia
Providing a perfect climate for grass growth can present many challenges. What the grass 
really needs is a regulated temperature and a constant airflow giving a more natural 
environment. This presentation highlights the benefits of using particular types of cover and 
looks at the differing capabilities they provide when used either in conjunction with or as an 
alternative to undersoil heating. The presentation benefits from the substantial experience 
of Alan Ferguson of Ipswich Town FC, the current holder and twice winner of the Football 
League Groundsman of the Year award.
AIan Ferguson, Ipswich Town FC

12.15 - 12.45	C omparing maintenance costs between artificial and natural football 
surfaces
The second part of the investigation of maintenance cost between natural and artificial turf. 
A review of last year’s Stadia talk will take place and further information on comparing the 
true cost of maintaining these surfaces will follow. Are we doing too much to natural turf 
surfaces? Is the concept of large maintenance cost differences accurate between them?
John Lockyer, Sports Turf Research Institute (STRI)

12.45 - 14.00	 Lunch in the vip lounge
14.00 - 14.30	S witching from natural to synthetic turf: Why the Stade de Suisse opted for 

change
What were the factors that underpinned the decision of the Stade de Suisse 
Nationalstadion at Wankdorf to make the change to an artificial surface only one year after 
opting for a natural turf? What experience was gained that is of use to others considering 
such a move, and how has the decision worked out in practice?
Stefan Niedermaier (MBA), CEO, Stade de Suisse Nationalstadion AG

14.30 - 15.00	 The game has changed 
Artificial turf has come a long way in 40 years. Technology is revolutionising the quality 
of artificial playing surfaces, with today’s advanced systems now the first choice for many 
professional sports venues around the world. When designing a pitch, getting a host of 
different components functioning together is key to artificial turf performance. But it can 
be an uphill struggle to achieve, as it demands expertise in all the plastic materials that 
make up its constituent parts. This presentation provides some advice and answers from a 
specialist team. 
Peter Mackay, Dow

15.00 - 15.30	D evelopments designed to change the long-term performance of future 
artificial turf systems
Focusing on the development of long-lasting sub-base components, infill materials and 
specific installation techniques with one goal in mind: long-term performance, both from 
the players’ point of view and from a system durability point of view.
Ralph Jorissen, Airlastic

15.30 - 16.00	 The dilemma between natural grass and artificial grass for professional 
football
Onno Brenninkmeijer, Area Manager North West Europe, Desso DLW Sports Systems Onno 
Brenninkmeijer, Area Manager North West Europe, Desso DLW Sports Systems

17.00 - 19.00	 Stadium Tour

Visit the AOL Arena, the stunning home of Bundesliga HSV Hamburg.



Tuesday 17th April 2007
09.00 - 10.00 	R egistration

10.00 - 10.15	 Welcome to Hamburg and Opening Address

John Lockyer, Sports Turf Research Institute (STRI), and Moderator Sports Turf Summit

10.15 - 10.45	 Keynote Presentation

Trends, directions and challenges facing the synthetic turf 

sector in the coming years. John Gilman FieldTurf Tarkett
10.45 - 11.45	S pecial joint presentation 

FIFA Quality Concept for Football Turf
 FIFA, world football’s governing body, has been concerned with ensuring the quality of 
artificial turf since 2001. The FIFA Quality Concept, a guarantee of premium quality and 
consistency, is now a respected international standard. The FIFA Quality Concept for Football 
Turf has made a positive impact on the development of football from grassroots to the 
professional game. The presentation will highlight the club, community and financial benefits 
of installing artificial football turf. 
Nigel Fletcher, Fédération Internationale de  
Football Association (FIFA)

Does the game of football change when played on artificial turf?
ProZone is a leading provider of match and performance analysis to over 60 clubs worldwide 
in addition to assisting the English national team. This presentation will analyse matches 
played in the UEFA Cup and UEFA Champions League on football turf, and benchmark the 
analysis to top games in the UEFA competitions and English Premier League played on grass. 
Objectively and through quantitative analysis, the question will be answered; Does the 
game of football change when played on artificial turf?
Barry McNeill and Blake Wooster, ProZone Group Ltd.

11.45 - 12.00	 Coffee 	
12.00 -12.30	A rtificial grass pitches… professional through to community use

Artificial grass pitches are now allowed in many football competitions in the world, subject to 
compliance to standards and conditions of use. The FA has long debated the inclusion of such 
pitches in its competitions, and Steve Williams, National Facilities Manager, will be able to advise 
the conference on what is permitted in England for next season and the conditions under 
which they must be maintained for use. The FA works closely with FIFA and UEFA to ensure 
that research into injuries, technological advancements and performance testing continues.
Steve Williams, National Facilities Manager, The Football Association

12.30 - 13.00	S ynthetic turf – from a chemical point of view
The use of synthetic turf for football pitches has increased very much during the last years. 
This kind of turf has many advantages, being easier to maintain and less dependent on 
the weather. One commonly used material for synthetic turf is granulates from used tyres. 
Used tyres contain several hazardous substances. These substances may persist in the 
environment, they may be carcinogenic, repeotoxic or mutagenic.
Christina Rudin Snöbohm, 
Swedish Chemicals Agency

13.00 - 14.00	 Lunch in the VIP Lounge 	
14.00 - 14.30	N ew developments for sports turf in southern Europe

Intense turfgrass sports use in Mediterranean climatic conditions calls for the adoption of 
the tougher warm season turfgrass, in particular bermudagrass. The experience in the Rome 
Olympic Stadium has shown how bermudagrass can withstand the high play volumes of two 
big-city teams and recover with ease from non-sporting events, such as concerts. But might 
Zoysiagrass be an even better option?
Marco Volterrani, University of Pisa

14.30 - 15.00	 The Hallowed Turf: Putting the pitch at the centre of the New Wembley 

Stadium (Pending confirmation)
The New Wembley Stadium can truly be described as a pitch-led development. The quality 
of the pitch is the key driver of success for the whole project. Although Wembley will be a 
multi-use national stadium, at its heart is the provision of the highest-quality playing surface 
available. Learn more about this radical approach and how to put the pitch back at the centre 
of your stadium.
Steve Welch, Grounds Manager, The New Wembley Stadium

15.00 - 15.15 	 Coffee	
15.15 - 15.45 	U pgrade your pitch to overcome modern pressures for natural turf

Today’s hectic level of fixtures and other commercial events, such as concerts in stadia, can 
leave the turf damaged and unable to perform as required by the pitch staff and players. 
This presentation will look at the research trial results of using a plant growth regulator, 
designed to encourage thicker swards and better-rooted turf, as part of a turf management 
programme.
Austen Sutton, 
Syngenta Professional Products

15.45 - 16.15	 The introduction of a truly ‘high-tech’ concept in natural turf pitch 
management
In the past few years several stadia across Europe have successfully applied special lighting 
to aid grass growth where there is insufficient natural light. The most eye-catching aspect of 
some of the installations is most certainly ‘the lights’ but it’s important to understand that it’s 
not only the lights that do the trick.
Nico van Vuuren, Managing Director, SGL Concept

16.15 - 16.45	 How to overcome the challenge of limited or no direct sunlight in old and new 
stadia
Old and new stadium design does not always produce optimum growing conditions for 
natural turf. Shading or rather no direct sunlight onto the pitch is widely accepted as being 
the main challenge and obstacle in order to achieve a good and lasting playing surface. Most 
solutions to date – from palletised pitches to sliding turf trays – require large capital expense 
and substantial operational costs. Mobile lighting rigs, which deliver enhanced growing 
conditions within the stadium bowl, have a favourable cost/benefit ratio. Combining the 
experience and know-how of a competent green keeper with supplemental lighting works 
wonders. Those who have not yet ‘seen the light’ will eventually become believers too.
Øyvind Antonsen, 
Managing Director/CEO, Mobile Lighting Rig

16.45 - 18.30 Welcome Reception and Networking 	

Wednesday 18th April 2007 Day two

10.00 - 11.00	 Keynote Joint Presentation

A pitch for money: New funding streams to deliver sports and

recreation space as part of London’s 2012 Olympic legacy 

Geoff Webb, CEO, Institute of Groundsmanship 

Innovative research supported by the IOG 2012 Fund and the DTI, and pioneered through 
Newcastle University, electrokinetics has the potential to be a fully controllable turf 
management system giving groundsmen the capability to control root zone aeration, soil 
acidity and drainage – all at the touch of a button. Dr Jon Lamont-Black, the pioneer of this 
research programme, will outline the latest findings of this 10-year research programme and 
its future potential for sports surfaces as the project makes it to the field trial stage.

Electrokinetic Geosynthetics – field trial stage

Dr John Lamont-Black, Newcastle University
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prior to the event. The following numbers of 
days indicate the timescale and monies due 
for different cancellation periods.

Cancellations received:
More than 30 days prior to the event – full 
refund/no payment due.
More than 14 days and up to 30 days prior to 
the event 50% refund/50% payment due.
14 days or fewer prior to the event – no  
refund; full payment due. 

Substitutions can be made in writing up to 
seven days prior to the event.

Register online at: 
www.venueexpo.com
Or complete and fax back this form to  
+44 (0)1306 877411 to reserve your conference place

YOUR DETAILS

Price (pounds) Price (euro)

395 595

470.05 (inc tax) 708.05 (inc tax)

Please note:
All prices are 
subject to tax  
at 19%

Venue Expo – Exhibition is free to attend
for an entry pass to the exhibition only, go to www.venueexpo.com

11.00 - 11.30	 The development and installation of the FIFA 2006 World Championship turf
How did the DFB’s Rasenkompetenzteam for the 2006 World Cup Finals achieve a perfectly 
flat, adequately tight and perfectly coloured turf not just for the stadium spectators but also 
for a global TV audience? How did they plan and execute a common standard across all 
stadia and how did they manage to allow only 14 days between installation and first use? 
Rainer Ernst, Consultant, DFB Rasenkompetenzteam 2006

11.30 - 11.45 	 Coffee
11.45 - 12.15	U sing pitch covers to address the increasing challenges for natural turf found 

in modern stadia
Providing a perfect climate for grass growth can present many challenges. What the grass 
really needs is a regulated temperature and a constant airflow giving a more natural 
environment. This presentation highlights the benefits of using particular types of cover and 
looks at the differing capabilities they provide when used either in conjunction with or as an 
alternative to undersoil heating. The presentation benefits from the substantial experience 
of Alan Ferguson of Ipswich Town FC, the current holder and twice winner of the Football 
League Groundsman of the Year award.
AIan Ferguson, Ipswich Town FC

12.15 - 12.45	C omparing maintenance costs between artificial and natural football 
surfaces
The second part of the investigation of maintenance cost between natural and artificial turf. 
A review of last year’s Stadia talk will take place and further information on comparing the 
true cost of maintaining these surfaces will follow. Are we doing too much to natural turf 
surfaces? Is the concept of large maintenance cost differences accurate between them?
John Lockyer, Sports Turf Research Institute (STRI)

12.45 - 14.00	 Lunch in the vip lounge
14.00 - 14.30	S witching from natural to synthetic turf: Why the Stade de Suisse opted for 

change
What were the factors that underpinned the decision of the Stade de Suisse 
Nationalstadion at Wankdorf to make the change to an artificial surface only one year after 
opting for a natural turf? What experience was gained that is of use to others considering 
such a move, and how has the decision worked out in practice?
Stefan Niedermaier (MBA), CEO, Stade de Suisse Nationalstadion AG

14.30 - 15.00	 The game has changed 
Artificial turf has come a long way in 40 years. Technology is revolutionising the quality 
of artificial playing surfaces, with today’s advanced systems now the first choice for many 
professional sports venues around the world. When designing a pitch, getting a host of 
different components functioning together is key to artificial turf performance. But it can 
be an uphill struggle to achieve, as it demands expertise in all the plastic materials that 
make up its constituent parts. This presentation provides some advice and answers from a 
specialist team. 
Peter Mackay, Dow

15.00 - 15.30	D evelopments designed to change the long-term performance of future 
artificial turf systems
Focusing on the development of long-lasting sub-base components, infill materials and 
specific installation techniques with one goal in mind: long-term performance, both from 
the players’ point of view and from a system durability point of view.
Ralph Jorissen, Airlastic

15.30 - 16.00	 The dilemma between natural grass and artificial grass for professional 
football
Onno Brenninkmeijer, Area Manager North West Europe, Desso DLW Sports Systems Onno 
Brenninkmeijer, Area Manager North West Europe, Desso DLW Sports Systems

17.00 - 19.00	 Stadium Tour

Visit the AOL Arena, the stunning home of Bundesliga HSV Hamburg.



www.venueexpo.com www.venueexpo.com www.venueexpo.com www.venueexpo.com

17-18 April 2007
Hamburg Messe,  
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Organised by
UKIP Media & Events Ltd
Abinger House, Church Street
Dorking, Surrey
RH4 1DF, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1306 743744
Fax: +44 (0)1306 877411
email: j.blazek@ukintpress.com

SUMMIT OPENING Hours

Tuesday 17 April 	 10.00 – 17.00hrs 

Wednesday 18 April 	 10.00 – 17.00hrs 

WHAT TO DO IN Hamburg

What are the first things that come to mind 
when you think of Hamburg? Probably the 
city’s stunning location on the Elbe and Alster 
rivers, the colourful activity in the St. Pauli 
entertainment district, unforgettable musicals, 
a night at the theatre, Michaelis Church 
(colloquially ‘der Michel’) or the impressive 
harbour. Hamburg, which is 1,200 years old, 
is loved for its contemporary scene as well as 
for its cultural offerings. In between traditional 
trading houses and renowned theatres, the 
latest trends are always cropping up. 

GETTING TO Hamburg

Getting to Hamburg Messe couldn’t be 
easier if you are travelling ...

...by AIR: 20 minutes from Hamburg 
International Airport to the exhibition 
grounds by car. The Airport City bus takes 
you to the main railway station. Onward 
transport with S-rail or underground.

...by CAR: A traffic guiding system installed 
on the Federal and State highways leads 
directly to the exhibition grounds, in the 
direction of the TV tower.

...by TRAIN: Destination: Hamburg-Dammtor. 
Commuter trains: Dammtor station (S11,  
S21 and S31). Underground lines: U1 to 
Stephansplatz, U2 to Messehallen. City buses: 
102, 109, 111 and 112. Fast city bus systems: 
34, 35 and 36.

Useful information

Stadia’s 4th Sports Turf Summit will showcase the latest 
successes, innovations and best practices in advanced 
natural and sports turf solutions.

Sports Turf Summit is 
taking place at 
Venue Expo 2007

Sports 
Turf
Summit

magazine presents

Stadia’s 4th Sports Turf Summit will offer delegates 
an enhanced visitor experience, which includes not 
only the world’s leading expert speakers, but also 
dedicated conference and networking areas and site 
tours.

The conference will showcase the latest successes, 
innovations and best practices in advanced natural 
and sports turf solutions. From groundskeepers to 
commercial directors, from training academies to 
city sports departments – if you install, operate or 
maintain sports turf facilities, this is the place to be. 

Our Sports Turf Summit will incorporate:
l	25 international experts on all aspects of sports 

turf technology
l	Keynotes from the industry to explain new 

directions in our industry
l	A supplier showcase featuring 100s of innovations 

to evaluate for your sports turf installations
l	A site tour of AOL Arena (the stunning home of 

Bundesliga HSV Hamburg)
l	Welcome reception

Latest updates online at: 
www.venueexpo.com
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Øyvind Antonsen, Managing Director/CEO, 
Mobile Lighting Rig (MLR), Norway

Øyvind has been with the company for 
three years, first as a management and 
marketing consultant and for the last year 

and a half as the company’s CEO. 

Alan Ferguson, Ipswich Town FC
Alan Ferguson has been Ipswich Town 
groundsman for 11 years and  has been in 
the industry for over 30 years. He is an 

active member of the IOG and is the current Football 
League groundsman of the year, also gaining the 
same award in 2000/1 when in the Premier League.

Nigel Fletcher, FIFA
Nigel joined FIFA at the beginning of 2005. 
Prior to this he was founder of British 
Premier Soccer Schools, which later became 

Primary Soccer Ltd. He also advised the Football 
Association in this area. In addition he was Market-
ing Director for the English Sports Association for 
Learning Disabilities. He holds the UEFA B Coaching 
license and uniquely holds two masters business 
degrees in Football: MBA (Football Industries) at the 
University of Liverpool and the MSc – Business of 
Football at the Football Governance Research Centre 
at the University of London. 

John Gilman, FieldTurf tarkett
John Gilman is FieldTurf Tarkett’s Chief 
Executive Officer. Subsequent to his 
professional football career with the 

Montreal Alouettes in the early 1960s, he developed 
extensive business experience with a company he 
founded in luggage manufacturing. Since June 1995, 
Mr. Gilman has officially acted as CEO of FieldTurf 
Inc. Prior to officially joining FieldTurf, Mr. Gilman 
had always been an active figure in the sports 
community. He is currently one of FieldTurf’s primary 
shareholders.

John Lockyer M.Sc.,The Sports Turf Research 
Institute (STRI), UK

John Lockyer trained as a natural Turfgrass 
Agronomist with 15 years of practical 
experience in various sectors of the turf 

industry. He completed a Masters Degree in Sports 
Surface Technology at Cranfield University with a 
final research project investigating the sustainability 
of third-generation artificial long-pile surfaces. He is 
currently working as a Consultant Agronomist, in 
England and mainland Europe, with an interesting 
passion for the development of all sports surfaces, 
natural and artificial.

Peter Mackey, Dow Europe 
Peter Mackey is the Business Development 
Manager for Polyurethane (PU) Flooring 
and Artificial Grass Systems in Europe and 

is responsible for the transplanting of Dow’s very 
successful PU Flooring Systems from the USA to 
Europe. Taking up his present position in January 
2005 and having joined Dow in 1989, Peter has 
over 30 years’ experience in all aspects of PU 
systems, from technical service to marketing and 
sales. He has a first-class honours degree in Polymer 

Science & Technology from Brunel University in 
Uxbridge, UK.

Christina Rudin Snöbohm
Christina Rudin Snöbohm has an MSc in 
biology and eco-toxicology. Mrs Snöbohm 
has been involved in environmental 

research, and for the last 15 years she has been 
working at the Swedish Chemicals Inspectorate with 
risk reduction measures for chemical products, e.g. 
biocides, and articles, e.g. textiles and toys.

Geoff Webb – IOG Chief Executive
CEO of the Institute of Groundsmanship 
(IOG), Geoff is responsible for all aspects of 
IOG business and is engaged in a moderni-

sation programme and the launch of a six-year 
strategy for the IOG entitled “Challenging Percep-
tions”. Previously employed by the Football Founda-
tion as Head of Grass Roots in January 2001, he was 
then promoted to Director of Facilities and Stadia 
Development in January 2003, developing the grass 
roots facilities and football stadia grant aid pro-
gramme. 

Steve Williams, The Football Association
Steve joined The Football Association in 
1998, and works in the FA’s Football 
Development Division as its National 

Facilities Manager. The role centres largely on 
delivery of the FA’s National Facilities Strategy, which 
seeks to identify and provide investment into 
facilities outside of the professional game. Further 
areas of responsibility centre on the need to secure 
standards for natural grass and artificial grass 
pitches, goalpost safety, loss of playing fields, ground 
grading and liaison with governmental agencies on a 
host of subjects, including the £45bn Building 
Schools for the Future programme. He is a member 
of UEFA’s Experts Panel for artificial grass pitches. 

Blake Wooster, ProZone
Blake joined ProZone In December 2004. 
Originally recruited as a performance 
analyst, he played an integral role in 

ProZone’s subsequent expansion into European and 
worldwide markets. Blake has had numerous pieces 
of football performance-related studies published in 
leading sports science journals and has a passion for 
undertaking research that will facilitate understand-
ing and positive change within the game. He has a 
BSc in Sports Coaching and Exercise Sciences and is 
in the process of accreditation through the Interna-
tional Society of Performance Analysis of Sport.

Nico van Vuuren, SGL (Stadium Grow Lighting)
As a professional grower of roses, Nico van 
Vuuren, founder of SGL (Stadium Grow 
Lighting), was surprised to see that the 

problems with sports turf in stadiums weren’t solved 
by the industry itself. Ten years ago he therefore 
started research to define the effects of assimilation 
lighting and other factors on grass growth. In 2002, 
the first system was successfully tested at Sunder-
land’s Stadium of Light. Now, not even five years 
later, 15 stadiums across Europe are using the SGL 
concept to have a high-quality pitch year-round.

            Speakers include




